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Creatures of Most Astonishing
Aspect Represented Biddles and
Hofacke?rs and Hooligans

pu will remember,
xd, leaving b
the

the gld folks
. She was very
Ioward Megargee
ked away from her

the magician, but in & mo
lHzed what ad happened.
htened, too, for a moment,
he held the
the

she

father,

1! printed in plain letters,
i perkans it was for the
; that she had only to re-
» words to be to have
nted, and she determined to
in the village of old
y see if she could not help them,
seem awful to see all those oid
Aing childish games, It did net

seem right.

Some of them were t llke bad bovs
at scheol—teasing others, putting bur
the girls' hair, g windows, th
ing stones at cats, and doing all sorts of
n tricks, which, of course, one €x-
i boys te do, but ecertainly neot
d men, with gray beards a foot long
And to think of a whole village afraid
to go about i the dark made her blush
ior them.

ed about the liage until noon

wa g them at their play, and then

she sat down under a tree to rest. A

woman with-a pleasant face came and sat
said:

e sick. What shall 1

I @0 not know,” repiied Alice. “I am
to remember what I gave my
ed with her.”

d thought of cod-liver oil,” said
“But she does make such
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She Hears of a Witch

“What is the matter with her?”’ asked

the old witch up yonder has done

sure
something to my daviing,” replied
woman. hugging her doil closely.

x there an old witch sbout here?

the

asked Allce.
“Oh, certaimly. Didn't you know that
ane up ovrr the hill near the wood?

ght everybody kunew that!™

“Will you show me her house?’ asked
not 1. That is, I will not go
wide world. But I'll
you a safe distance.
v that all she bas (o do is to lock
1 and that fixes you. IU's awiul to
about it, is It not?”

n't believe witch replied
nd I thin t she is about as
the Bug you were all so
f, 1 will go and take a look at

i do

Alleg, ©
real &

of up and went to the
th the Princess and
01 the top of another

top
pointed to a2

>'" she said, “and I think
now, but I would not go
you.”
at opce to the house and
on the door. It was opened by &
o certainly 8id not jook like the
& witch at all. She smiled when
Alice, and said: “Good merning.
ou have come. I have been
ot alt the wmorning, after I
you and the young lad routed
the Bugaboos last night ™
“They told me that you wer
the Princess, “and 1

sald

what vou really were.”
"0t

a wi

i, but when
i children Jdown in the piay vil-
ot an jgea in thelr heads it's

irse 1 am not

e to net it ot again. They got
the notion that I am a witch, because I
do not play cll day as they do, but at-
tend to my work,"

“What is your work?” inguired Alice.

“I reslly hawve charge of them all. [
e thefr food and pul it in their
keep their ciothes in repair, clean
after them and do all the things that
rent doeg for her children. They can't
simplest thing for themselves. I
nust attend to all”
Allce laughed. “Just like the old wo-
man who lived in shoe! You have so
n ildren that you don't know what
. id she
Indeeg, I am the same, almost. Some-
times I feel like doing exactly as she did—
ve them some broth without any bread,
soundly and. put them

and spank them
to bed."™

“Will you teli me how it happened that
ald ¥ e became like so many
asked Alice. “That s, she
. "if it isn't a secret?”

“I will gladly tell you, and I think it
cught to be printed in the papers or a
book as a wa g to all grown-ups not
1 y tco m All these people once
Lived in town, and were ordinary common-
sense folks, but they became infatuated
the game of golf and spent all their
> time, to the neglect of everything
playing it. Then they iearned another
> called ‘ping-pong.’ which was

ye indoors, and they simply went
razy over it, so that every hour, except
hours spent in sleep, were devoted to
went without their meals,
ded all their dining room
ping-pong upon, and they
think of nothing else.
obody courted, read beoks, got mar-
ricd or worked—nothing was done but
ong playing from dawn until near-
i ight., They would f{ t and quar-
rel gver the score, call nas and sulk,
b still they played, until finally they
n to play on Sunday. Then the min-
r went and talked to them, for, ai-
gh he played ping- g, too, he
w the line at nday playing. But they
ouidn’t listen to him, and he went away
d at heart and took a church in another
The just when they thought
they were nli right, the wizard Megargee,
Howard's father, we there to attend
to some business, but £ that every-
was #o wrapped up in ping-pong
that they had no time to attend to any-
thing ¢lse he got mnd and said:

i came here to give you a fine public,
library with ten million books, which I
ing to call “The Tabasco Inn Li-
where you could take out all the
books you wanted at a cost of oniy ten
cents egeh. but I see that yvou are too
and childish to appreciate the gift.
siead of that I'll put a spell upon you
y that you will forever remain as chil-
dren playing at silly games from morn-

g until night.”"”

2o that is how it happened. Because
the old woman was the ouly one in the
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gician piaced ail the others in her care.

I have & good mind to just release
them all from the speil,” said the- Prin-
cess, thoughtfull

“Why, can 3

that?" asked the
old woman in surprise. “I thought the
sician alone could do such a thing!"

es: I coudd if I wished. I sm only

wondering whether it is for the best. Per-}
haps they would be sorry to have to beg

more, but it does

grown-up folks cnce

do better if you left

k you would

i aa
them aione, for now they are too old to go

and begin again, and, besides, It
do no good. They might keep right
laying games, and there would be no-
- to0 take care of them, for certainiy
look out for a Jot ef quarreisome
l tell you that. It's ail right
are of children, but
¢ are too much for me.
oo decided that she would leave

them just as they were, and she aaid good-
bye to the so-called witch. She sat Gown
under the tree once more and opened the
magic book.

It opened at iis page where the wish-
ing spell was printed. She read aloud:
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» who didn't play ping-pong, the ma-: \
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shame to see them all so childish.” |

cranky old

“ALAKAZAM BAZAZZA KI:
“HICKQRY DICKORY DOCK.
“OMEGA OM OPEEKA PI?

“OH DONNERWETTER HOCH:"

Then she wished to be at home in Som-
nolia with her, father, but;nothing bap-*

pened at all After a few moments,
during which she walted, expecting to ba
snatched up and carried away, as How-
ard had been, she drew a long breath and
said:

*1 guess it’s no use. The spell, 1 think,
must be spcken by a man.”

Then she remembered that Howard had
said it backward, and instantly sbe cried
out:

“HOCH DONNERWETTER, OH:

“P1 OPEEKA OM OMEGA, 3

“DOCK DICKORY HICKORY.

“Ki BAZAZZA ALAKAZAM:"

She smiled as she said. the words, for
they sounded so funny, much funnier than
they had when she heard. Howard. say
them to change her into a girl, and as
she thought of Howard she sighed, and
without thinking, said:

“Dear me, I wish he were here now.”

She started, and almost jumped out of
her skin as she saw him standing, with a
smile on his face, right at her side, Then
she sprang up and Kissed him

“Oh, 1 am so glad!” she cried. “Where
have you been? It was mean of you to fly
away and leave me. You must never do
it agzin.”

“It's lucky you wished for me,” said
Howard, “for it was the only way I could
have got here without the book. All fa-
ther's celebrated tricks failed him, and
we thought we had surely lost you. We
were just trying some old Hindoo incan-
tations, when 1 was suddenly picked up,
and then I knew that you must have made
a wish.”

“well, I am glad I did,” replied the
Frincess, ‘“‘Now we must be very eare-
ful not to make any more unless we de-
cide what it's to be beforehand, and aise
we must never be separated again, for
we may not be able to find each other so
easily.”

“My father told me that we are in a
most wonderful place. Right near here is
a strange land, which he said is the place
where names come from.”

“Where names come from?
you mean?" asked the Princess.

“Father says that all the
cur first names, like Howard,
John, you understand, but our surnames,
Like Megargee, Jones or Sinclair, for in-
stance, all came first from animails or
things somewhere.” °

“Oh, yes,” said Alice, “you mean names
fike Wolf, Fox, Crane, Bird, Drake, Crow
or Pigeon.”

“Yes and others,

What

do

too, such as Stone,

S

Wood, Waters, Bake Vest, Birch and go
forth. Ndw, fatlicr says that near here is
the very place where.all thesg names
came from, andigwbere'all the animals and
things still live from which man got their
surnames.””

“Why, how nice,” cried Alice in delight.
“We must find the place and see some of
them. My last name is Plantagenet, and
I'a like to see what thdt came from.”

"And’T'd Tove foc ind a real live Megar-
gee,” addeéd Howegrd, “if there ever reaily
was suth 4n apimal.”

“There mus@ ', of course. That is,
theré muSt be =omething called that,”
said Alice. “I do hope the Plantagenet
won't turn gutrto be some ‘horrid, hairy
thing, with ¢laws!”

“Oh, that'l] be some sort of a flower, I
fmagine,”  replitd Howard.  “It sounds
sort o' like a plant, you see.”

““Well, let's start right now and hunt
for the place. Perhaps the old woman
they call a witch can tell us where it is.”

They went te the witch's house and
asked her if she knew of any piace fil.ed
with gueer animals.

““Why, of course I do,” she answered,
“It's over thé mountains yonder and
you can go straight down the road until
you get there, I was gathering paregoric
seeds for tue children .one day and when
1 stood on the top of the mountain I saw
dozens of funny beasts, the ke of which
my eyes had never beheld before. 1
didn't stay there long, I assure you, my
dears, but hurried away as fast as my
old legs could earry me.”

Long Hill fo Climb

They scarcely waited to thank her, but
ran yp the road toward the mountains,
because the afternoon was well advanced
and they wanted to se¢ all they eould be-
fore dark. It took them more than an
hour to climb to the top of the hille and
then they beheld a wonderful sight As
far as they could se2 the plain was
covered with all sorts of queer animals
and plants, entirely different from any-
thing we have in our own land

These were the animals from whom the
odd names were taken, animais so strange
that one hardly could wonder at the odd-
ity of their names at all. Feathered
beawts with spiral legs, things with rovos-
ters' heads and whales' bodies, forms
shaped like elephants, camels or cows,
perhaps, but ali iniaid with mother-of-
pearl or with hair in patterns like our
rugs and wall paper; others that were
filled With air and that had to hold on to
the grass to keep from being blown away

iike thistledown by the breeze; others
made of baskei-work or matting, some
shaped like botties- and jars, round,

square, triangular and conical animals,
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THE COMMITTEE CAME FORWARD

cigar-shaped cows, horses with long bod-
ies like dachshunds or sausage-shapad
dogs. In faet, it would searcely be possi-
ble to fiame a“sHiipe tHAt tould not be
found among the number of beasts feed-
ing in the meadows of'this land.

“Oh, 1 wish I had a eamera!” exclgimed
Howard, as he gazed upony this wonder-
ful spectacie, apd instantly he found one
in his hand.

As they descended the mountain side all
the animals were either féeding or lying
in the shade of the glgantic paroxysm
trees, and none of them scemed to be
aware of their approach. But when the
two reached the level ground a cry came
from one of the pearest creatures, an
enormous thing, whe seemed ail eyes, and
then all the others sprang up and stared
wildly at the children. They were the
very first human beings who had entered
the land for ages and ages, and, of course,
the sight of them alarmed the more timid
of the animais or excited the more fe-
rocious.

Some of them fled at once into the cane
brakes slong the sirveam, others flew into
the air and vanished in the distance bes
fore Howard could take their pictures,
while many stoed at tay, and just glared
so flercely that Alice's courage almost
failed her, but the thought of the wish-
ing-speil sustained her and made her
brave,

Howard, who never knew Wwhat fear
was, walked right up to the very fiercest-
looking group and looked them in their
eyes, and in a few moments they began
tc tremble, then they hung their heads,
and finaily they ail kneeled down before
him, and thus he showed the wonderful
power of the human eye. All animals, it
is said, will give way before a man's gaze.
1 have never tried It, but I have often
heardithat even a lion will back down if
a man looks steadily at him, and if you
should meet & lon some time 1 would
» you to try It

vell, as soon as they began to tremble
and shrink from the two explorers a
voice came fromh some one of the group,

w what they are! They are men,
1 don’t think they will harm

the animals began to whisper to-
gether and even made remarks aloud
about the visitors, and although Howard
could not distinguish what was being
said, as many of them spoke a language
he could not understand, he soon made
out that they were selecting a commit-
tee to receive them and see what they
w ed there. He satisfied himself that
they wouldn’'t barm them, but he was ail
ready to wish himself and Alice some-
where else if he saw the least danger, and
he asked her to sit down on the soft
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Megargee Finds the Strange Land Where Al Queer Names

grass while the animals disputed as to
who would be on the reception committee.

By and by the thing with the eyes came
waddling toward them, while a dozen
others stood out a litile way in front.

1t stopped about ten feet away and
raised its head up. Its form WwWas some-
thing like a great, shapeless sponge, and
its head was fastened to the end of a
long, thin neck, iike a rubber garden hose,
and {ts two énormous eyes were so large
that they almost covered its head, just
like a dragon fly’'s. It uttered a slight
cough and said:

“Sir, we greet you and bid you welcome
to our land., If you will tell the committee
just what you desire here we will try to
l¢t you have it, so that you wili waste no
time.”

*“Now see here,” said Howard., “I may
&s well tell you right at the start that
you need be in no hurry to get rid of us.
We don't intend to harm any of you, if
you are nlce and polite, but we have a
magic spell, by means of which we can
change you all int> anything we please If
vou are unpleasant, and we will not hesi-
tate to use it, either. We have come to
lcarn about you and your land, not to
make trouble; but we wish to be treated
kindly, or there will be a 10t of funny ani-
mals missing in a few minutes,”

The members of the reception commit-
tee looked surprised and somewhat
alarmed at his words. They whispered to-
gether and then the thing with the eyes
said:

“We do not dispute your statement,
but we would like very much to see you
do such a stunt., If you will kindly

change the Hoolahan over yonder into
something else we will be ¢o ed,”

“Why change the thing you
Hoolahan? Why not let me turn you into
a rock or a log yourseil?' asked Howard

“Well, because | am a member of the
committee, in the first place, and then be-
cause the Hoolahan is a terribly disagree-
able creature, always fighting and mak-
ing trouble. 80 you will be doing good
as well as convincing us.”

“Point bim out,” sald Howard. “And,
by the way, what might be your own
name?”’

The animal with the eyes said, with a
giggle and 2 simper, “l am a Biddle.
There are very few like us left. This ani-
mal here, by my side, is the Rejlly or
Riley, I don’t know how It's spelled. My
large, red friend on the left, who seams
so frightened, is one of the Hofackers,
and this other member is the wijd, un-
tamable Sullivan.”

“What are you called?” Howard asked
the warty animasl.

“1 am the Fitzeimmon,” it
proudiy.

“All right, Fitz,” said Howard. “You
just change into a guinea pig, and =it
down yonder while the rest of the ani-
mals taik to me."”

1 the

replied,

r The Fitzsimmon was a guinea pig i

{ instant, and sat down, with T

¢ ning down his face, while others
trembiled, for now they knew that Howard
Was 2 magician. The Biddie humbiy d
what he wished. Howard said he me

j wanted to see them and take some photo-

égvaphs. and would do them
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long as they were nice
The committee
over the region, and they saw e
The most interesting, however, w
{remarkable animals they encounter 3
jevery side. Here they saw the Kipling
browsing on the rich turf, a wiid-leoking
j creature with fmamense hoerns and sharp
ﬂ‘:"th, while near him stood a Gibbe
{sad and mournful-eyed
§5rnooth skin and a short
i a little distance away the g
$ Finnigan were fighting over
{with loud, angry growls. A
{of Henneseys, wild, ferocl
with dangerous-iscoking claws,
about threatening every beast
long-necked, big-mouthed Gall T
roared on the hillside. Two Dinks and a
Snooks were sneaking up toward a |
creature which the Biddle said wa
a Griggs, as though they were a
devour him, and several flerce Gordons
{ were only waiting for them to approach
nearer to spring upon them.
The Biddle said, with some

beast

A

emotion,

at-
sajd,

fewer, because they weré always
ing each other up. Last ¥ , he
there were many there who had va
ished compietely. Where whole flocks «
Dooleys, Percivals, Ramseys, Goelets and
Smileys once coversd the plaln, none were
to be seen, and soon, he said, there would
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fiercest,
McLoughlins.

don’t vou?"

“Well, some of
fited,"” replied the
small and inoffe:
Crawleys or the W
io no harm
vens or (i
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Why, 1 have climbed
every night to

hungry Gimbel that
lot of Hoskins and (
out nights, have even
sand small animals
Pecks, Otts,
creatures who

“It is certa
remarked Howa
that I'll have to char
thing else.”
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to protest a
anything el

gay a n

all s
and i
that the

as his short 1
around and sa
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